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LAYING HENS -  BROILER CHICKENS
SOWS
DAIRY CATTLE

On-farm
welfare assessment
training

PERMANENTE VORMING
Practical information

This programme is a joint organisation of Odisee and 
the Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries Research 
(ILVO). Course language is English. The course 
takes place at ILVO, Scheldeweg 68, B-9090 Melle. 
Transport from Ghent to ILVO will be provided.

Participants: maximum 12 per module

Accommodation
Ghent offers a great variety of numerous hotels. 
Cheap accommodation is possible in youth hostels 
in the historic center. We propose Backstay Hostel 
where we can offer the following rate:

Backstay Hostel
Sint-Pietersnieuwstraat 128, 9000 Ghent (Belgium)
Tel. +32 9 395 96 60 - ghent@backstayhostels.com
Breakfast, sheets, WiFi in a multi bedded room:
€26/night (excl. city tax: €3 per person/night)
www.backstayhostels.com

The participant should refer to the course when
booking at the Backstay hostel to obtain a special 
rate.

www.odisee.be

WHERE?

Registration fee

Module  Dates  Fee
Chickens  23-27 February 2015  €700

Sows  1-3 March 2015  €420

Dairy cattle  4-7 March 2015  €560

Staying in Ghent
This is how Lonely Planet introduces Ghent…
“Ghent is one of Europe’s greatest discoveries –
small enough to feel cosy but big enough to stay
vibrant. It has enough medieval frivolity to create a
spectacle but retains a gritty industrial edge that
keeps things ‘real’. This is a city you really won’t
want to miss.”

Contact:
Online registration: dvo.kahosl.be > Biotechniek
Please contact Heidi Poelman
(Heidi.Poelman@odisee.be) if you need assistance 
with the registration (+32 9 265 86 18).



MODULE  
Chickens 1 day  2 days  2 days  5 days
(layers + broilers)

Sows  1 day  1 day  1 day  3 days

Dairy cattle  1 day  2 days  1 day  4 days

 ETHOLOGICAL CLASSROOM  TRAINING
 BACKGROUND TRAINING ON FARM DURATION 

Three modules
The course consists of three modules: Dairy cattle, 
Sows and Laying hens + broiler chickens. It is 
possible to subscribe for one, two or three mod-
ules. Each module starts with a full-day lecture on 
the ethological background of the animal type, 
including:
•  Evolution and domestication
•  Communication and senses
•  Thermoregulation
•  Agonistic behaviour and social structure
•  Reproductive behaviour
•  Fear, exploration and play behaviour
•  Sleep and resting behaviour
•  Abnormal behaviour
•  Comfort behaviour
•  Husbandry
•  Human-animal relationships

Training on farm
In the second part of each module the Welfare
Quality® protocol for that particular animal type
will be explained in a classroom setting. Finally,
students will apply and improve their welfare
assessment skills during further training on a farm.

Lecturers
All classes will be taught by (ex-) staff of the Farm
Animal Welfare & Behaviour Research Group lead
by Prof. F. Tuyttens of the Institute for Agricultural
and Fisheries Research (ILVO), who was involved
in the development of the Welfare Quality®
protocols and is a member of the Welfare Quality
Network.

On-farm
Welfare assessment 
training

On-farm welfare assessment 
training

This course provides students with a solid theoret-
ical background as well as practical experience on 
assessing farm animal welfare using the Welfare 
Quality® protocols.

Welfare Quality® protocols
These protocols were originally developed to be
the European standards for assessing the welfare
of the major farm animal types.

The protocols mainly use animal-based measures
(e.g., the percentage of animals shivering) instead
of resource-based measures (e.g., ambient tem-
perature). This approach was chosen because ani-
mal-based measures are more closely linked to the 
actual welfare status of animals than resource-based
measures. Furthermore measuring animal-based 
parameters makes the protocols widely applicable, 
irrespective of the housing system or the country.

Laying hens and broiler chickens
Sows
Dairy cattle

Belgium, Ghent-Melle
Winter 2015

The information collected on a farm is grouped into 
four principles: good feeding, good housing, good 
health and appropriate behaviour; these scores are 
then grouped into an overall welfare category score 
for the farm.


